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Report on preliminary fieldwork in Bosnia-Her zegovina

The aim of the preliminary fieldwork in Bosnia-Hegovina (BiH), a post-
conflict society that has been extensively reseatdnd written about, was to identify
the initiatives that the study will focus on andlviae able to contribute to the already
large existing literature on BiH. While most ofghnitial visit was based in Sarajevo, the
capital, visits were also paid to Tuzla, Zenical Mostar.

The initial focus of the preliminary fieldwork walse role of civil society actors
in the process of peacebuilding and in redefiniome of the societal norms through
local forms of resistance. In particular, we werteiested in their role in three areas: (1)
gender issues, (2) youth initiatives, and (3) atities that affect the development of
market economy in the country. The research airoedentify critical local agency in
the civil society, while shedding light on the irgetion within the triad of civil society,
local government structures, and international camity, in these three areas. However,
the initial field research showed that the conaéptivil society’ is understood to mainly
involve non-governmental organisations and civiocvements. The number of officially
registered NGOs in post-conflict BiH has grown sstfthat there are currently over
12,000 NGOs in the countfyNonetheless, not only does the civil society dafirthis
way remain divorced from the general populationisitalso seen as a large ‘money
laundry’ mechanism. Equally importantly, the NGOs remain donor drivem,in the
words of an NGO representative, “[one] has to felldonors’ trends, so then [one]
changes [the] goals accordingf}y.The civic movements, on the other hand, while
initially having a critical element, in order tocetve any kind of support ought to be
registered, with which they appear to lose the tmpand become yet another NGO.

This made us reposition our interest and zero imndividuals and different, not
necessarily formal, societal groups. To reiterttie, focus of the research in BiH is on
critical local agency, forms of resistance and eguently, hybridity. Two aspects are
particularly interesting for us — the unintendedisequences of peacebuilding initiatives,
and the _everyday resistance to what the liberalcgimalding process entails. In
understanding the latter, we acknowledge that teesie does not necessarily have to
recognise itself as such. Resistance, in the coofetis research, does not refer only to
mass rebellious movements, but even more impoytawotieveryday practices that do not
comply with the liberal peace project and challetigeliberal hegemony. In that sense,
resistance can be defined as “those behaviourscatidral practices by subordinate
groups that contest hegemonic social formatioreg, ttireaten to unravel the strategies of
domination; ‘consciousness’ need not be essentalitd constitution. Seemingly
innocuous behaviours can have unintended yet pnof@eonsequences for the objectives

1 Interview with representative of the international community to BiH, Sarajevo, November 16, 2011.
2z Derived from interviews with NGO and IC representatives, October-November 2011.

3 Anamarija Mirasci¢ (representative of BOSPO), interview by author, Tuzla, November 14, 2011.

4 Nedim Klipo (representative of JOSD), interview by author, Sarajevo, November 13, 2011;

Darko Brkan (representative of Dosta!), interview by author, Sarajevo, November 23, 2011.
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of the dominant or the shape of a social orddmiportantly, there are acts of resistance
that are observable, but fail to be recognisedeasstance by the ones in a dominant
position. Such an example would be the acts thaedaC. Scott calls “ordinary weapons
of relatively powerless groups,” and can includeotf dragging, dissimulation, false
compliance, pilfering, feigned ignorance, slandgeson, sabotage, and so forth;” all of
which have in common that “[tlhey require little no coordination or planning; they
often represent a form of individual self-help; atitby typically avoid any direct
symbolic confrontation with authority or with elit®rms.”®

In an attempt to bring something new to the talbl@@ase that has been so much
written about, after the preliminary fieldwork, weave decided to focus on social
situations in three areas: (1) constitutional andietal boundaries; (2) gender-based
micro loans; (3) regulation of shadow economies HBoeralisation of the agricultural
market.

Our research is primarily ethnographic and focusesarious social situations. In
it, three types of methods are used. Aside of sgmitured interviews with actors on the
ground, and archival research involving documeialyais, the research to a large degree
draws on data gathered through participant obseryafocusing on the local actors, as
well as the ethnography of the internationals. Ha tase of the latter, in addition to
ethnographic interviews with the ones who run atities related to the areas we are
interested in, document analysis is also importahis will allow us to map out the
political rationalities through written documenbs it policy papers or reports, and the
political technologies, or the tools and mechanigmde used in implementing the
initiatives.

(1) Constitutional and societal boundaries
The institutional setup of post-Dayton BiH is fgitomplex, with the country being
divided between two entities and a district, tenteas within one of the entities and
further decentralisation at municipal level. At teame time, the BiH constitution
recognises three constitutional peoples: BosnialBfsnian Muslim), Croats and Serbs.
Consequently, the quota system used, for instdacallocating seats in state institutions
recognises only these three, with a certain segofahe society being excluded, such as
the Roma and people of inter-ethnic background,reraihers. Furthermore, according
to a public opinion poll in 2010, a member of th&mily marrying a Bosniak was
unacceptable to 73.9% of the Croat, and 57.7% ef3frbian population covered with
the survey, while marrying a Croat was unacceptabl®0.8% of the Bosniaks and
55.4% of the Serbs, and marrying a Serb was untataepto 63.3% of the Bosniaks and
52.8% of the Croats.

All of the above taken into consideration, intenreét marriages can be seen as a
local form of resistance to the both societal andstitutional boundaries that exist in
post-conflict BiH. This kind of marriages are natlypare an example for critical local

5 Douglas Haynes and Gyan Prakash, eds., Contesting Power: Resistance and Everyday Social Relations
in South Asia (Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 1992), 3.

6 James C. Scott, James, Weapons of the Weak: Every-day Forms of Peasant Resistance (New Haven, CT:
Yale University Press, 1985), 29.

7 “Early Warning System 2010,” UNDP BiH, release date July 27, 2011, accessed November 25,2011,

http://www.undp.ba/index.aspx?PID=36&RID=129.
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agency in resisting the attempt to categorise thgulation in three neatly established
constitutional groups, but also in the way in whtble children of such marriages are
raised, which appears to challenge certain soametaths. A question often asked is in the
spirit of which religion the children will be brobgup? In addition, in 2009 a case was
brought to the European Court of Human Rights, i8edd Finci v. BiH, in which the
applicants contested the constitutional provisittred allowed for only members of one
of the three peoples to be elected for certaintjposi. The Court found the BiH
Constitution discriminatory in that regard and ialation of the European Convention on
Human Rights.As a result, a constitutional reform has beeraitgtl in BiH.

Some inter-ethnic couples regard the public ‘séenghen it comes to mixed
marriages as a result of the challenge they pogbeostatus quo that the nationalist
rhetoric has created and the assumption of impitiggibf the co-existence of different
ethnicities'® Nevertheless, there appears to be a shared usnidirsy among people that
enter inter-ethnic marriages and people that coroen fsuch families regarding the
guestions of how the inter-ethnicity has shaped tives. Many of them believe that that
has made them more open-minded and taught themo fudge people by their religious
or ethnic belonging® Similarly, many seem to embrace the diversity eligious
backgrounds in the family, celebrating both Eid a@ristmas, and letting the child
decide which religion he/she will follow once oldaaigh®? A large number of them also
decide to be atheists or agnosfitdnterestingly, however, due to the significantly
segmented education system and segregated schbibdsen from mixed marriages in
Sarajevo often end up attending the Catholic Sclamitre St. Joseph, including both
elementary and high school, which is consideredetmne of the best schools, but also
the most diverse and accommodating Bne.

Given the aforementioned complexity of structuretalglished post-Dayton and
the decentralisation that has taken place, thesidiviof responsibilities is oftentimes
unclear, leaving room for the local population txpleit the divisions to their own
benefit, which frequently means ensuring subsigtef special interest to our research
are the areas along the line of division betweepuRkka Srpska and the Federation of
BiH and the resistance of the local populationuohsdivisions and internal borders, by
finding ways to cope with the difference in legigla between the two entities.
Particularly interesting is the resistance to thadiseling lines in the realm of (1) social

8 “Relationship with a person of a different religion, potential problems?,” Gracanica.net forum, last
modified October 15, 2007, accessed November 25, 2011,
http://www.gracanica.net/arhiva/index.php?action=printpage;topic=1353.0.

9 European Court of Human Rights Grand Chamber, “Case of Sejdi¢ and Finci v. Bosnia and
Herzegovina (applicants numbers: 27996/06 and 34836/06), December 22, 2009,
http://cmiskp.echr.coe.int/tkp197 /view.asp?action=html&documentld=860268&portal=hbkm&sou
rce=externalbydocnumber&table=F69A27FD8FB86142BF01C1166DEA398649

10 Barbara Matejc¢i¢, “Mixed Marriage as a Burden of Today’s Bosnia,” buka, December 18, 2010,
accessed November 25, 2011, http://6yka.com/mjesoviti-brak-teret-a-ne-sloboda-izbora.

11 “Ethnically mixed marriage,” Sarajevo-X forum, last modified June 18, 2010, accessed November
25,2011, http://www.sarajevo-x.com/forum/viewtopic.php?f=1&t=68725;

“Mixed marriages in BiH,” Dnevni Avaz forum, last modified August 28, 2009, accessed November 25,
2011, http://forum.dnevniavaz.ba/showthread.php?1116-Mjesoviti-brakovi-u-BiH.

12 ibid.

13 ibid.

14 Mirna Jusi¢, interview by author, Budapest, December 12, 2011.
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benefits and (2) taxation by the local populatinrihie area of Sarajevo—East Sarajevo
(Istocno Sarajevo) and Republika Srpska—Tuzla cantonléfigki kanton).

An example of a local form of resistance whendies to social benefits, in
particular to health insurance, is the case wharnmees from the Municipality Osmaci
(Republika Sprska) to Municipality Kalesija (Fedeya) could not receive health
insurance for their children due to differencedegislation. Namely, in the Federation
within 30 days of the conclusion of one’s employtmeamtract, the person has to register
with the Employment Institute in order for one’sildren to be eligible for health
insurance. In Republika Sprska, there is no timmt lfor registration and the children of
all unemployed are insured. However, since thermegs were employed in the
Federation before the war, the time for registratitad lapsed. Thus, they found
acquaintances that employed them, only to fire tladerwards, with the single aim of
the returnees being eligible to register with thstitute and have access to healthéare.
This, aside of playing the system, also shows temgt in undermining the boundaries
imposed on the people of BiH.

An example regarding resistance in the area @itiax involves the differences in
legislation when it comes to income tax betweenuRéka Srpska and the FederatiGn.
The income tax in the Federation is 10%, while 81iRis 8%. Out of the salary, the first
300 BAM are non-taxable for residential taxpay&isnilarly, residential taxpayers have
tax exemptions related to their marital status, bemof children, mortgages, €fc.
Nonetheless, the exemptions only apply to residetakpayers of that entity. In the case
of Sarajevo, it often happens that people who iiv&ast Sarajevo (Republika Srpska)
work in Sarajevo (Federation). In those cases, whencompany is registered in both
entities, even if the RS residents work in the [Fatilen office, they sometimes register
with the RS office in order to be eligible for taxemptions? This appears to reinforce
the existing constitutional entity division. To thend, in the next field visit, both people
who register with offices in their own entity inder to receive tax exemptions and
people who pay taxes in the entity where they watthen that is different from the one
they live in will be interviewed.

Finally, another example of resistance to the utt®nal boundaries are
multiple occasions when the difference in officéyphabet between the Federation and
Republika Srpska, with the former using Latin alpdtaand the latter using Cyrillic, has
been exploited to citizens’ benefit. A recent exampcludes a case when a person from
Banja Luka (RS) managed to escape paying a finedbrvalidating his tram ticket in
Sarajevo, arguing that he does not understand ,Laie alphabet in which the

15 Interview with NGO representative, Tuzla, November 14, 2011.

16 Income Tax Law, Official Gazette of the Federation of BiH 10/08; Income Tax Law, Official Gazette
of Republika Srpska 91/06.

17 Admira Baki¢, “How to realise tax exemptions?,” Radio Television of the Tuzla Canton, December
31, 2009, accessed November 26, 2011,
http://www.rtvtk.ba/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=11438:kako-ostvariti-
poreznu-olakicu-&catid=81:europe&Itemid=197.

18 [nterview with company executive, Mostar, October 23, 2011.
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instructions on the ticket were writtéh.Similar examples in the past have led to
adaptation of signs, for instance, where the tpgears in both alphabets.

(2) Gender-based micro loans
Given that underlying peacebuilding in a post-cohBociety is a redistribution of power
and resources, the new order holds the prospectstfer transforming gender relations
or reinforcing the existing hierarchi€sHowever, zeroing in on the UN gender discourse
on peacebuilding, one cannot help but notice hoeplyerooted it is within a liberal
gender mainstream approachThis suggests that gender has simply been immlant®
already existing power structurésLiberal feminism focuses on “amending gender
discrimination, while leaving unchallenged the native construct of the woman” and
refusing to connect “gender issues with larger foohoppression®®
In the case of BiH, there has been a triple bumenplicating gender relations to

a great extent: the strong patriarchal traditiomuanber of depoliticisations that took
place during the communist period and the war caguutburst of exclusionary
identitarianism$’? Looking back at the communist era and the legdwreof, the
discourse relating to anything even marginally éidko gender issues was reduced to
‘women’s equality’ and ‘emancipation through therastructure’, which was then
assumed to lead to numerous forms of ‘emancipatiotiie superstructure, without using
the notion ‘gender’ in any political terms. Thenefp

gendered constructions were masked, and falselgcedf by reducing them to the

dominating depoliticising, or apolitical, rhetoricsf ‘women’s questions’ that were

seemingly being solved. The dominant political digse/language cemented itself as the

‘only game in town’ of speaking/doing politics s imposition on those who wanted to act

upon gender-based exclusions was their most parglgefeat from which they have not

yet recovered®

Thus far, there has been no repoliticisation ofdgenn BiH, as it is the case with
most of the former Yugoslav countries. The politidescourse in the region has been
“historically grounded in the traditional folklotis or epic imaginaries,” with the system
of ‘heroic patriarchy’ above and beyond at the cofeits “symbolic matrices and
communication models*® Given the ethno-national regimes of power and Kadge
that constitute the presently dominant frameword, much has changed in post-war

19 “Banja Luka citizen, thanks to Cyrillic, avoids paying a fine,” Sarajevo-X, January 18, 2012, accessed
January 18, 2012, http://www.sarajevo-x.com/bih/sarajevo/banjalucanin-zbog-cirilice-izbjegao-
placanje-kazne/120117116.

20 Heidi Hudson, “A Non-Hegemonic Feminist Challenge to the Liberal Gender Politics of
Contemporary Peacebuilding” (paper presented at the annual meeting of the International Studies
Association, Montreal, Canada, March 16-19, 2011), 9.

21 See, for instance, Carol Cohn, Helen Kinsella, and Sheri Gibbings, “Women, Peace and Security:
Resolution 1325,” International Feminist Journal of Politics 6, no. 1 (2004): 130-140.

22 Hudson, “A Non-Hegemonic Feminist Challenge,” 9.

23 Amalia Sa’ar, “Postcolonial Feminism, the Politics of Identification, and the Liberal Bargain,” Gender
and Society 19, no.5 (2005): 689.

24 Jasmina Husanovi¢, “Practice with No Language: A Reflection of the 'Gender Scene' in Bosnia in a
Sarajevo Workshop,” International Feminist Journal of Politics 3, no. 1 (2010): 127.

25 ibid., 125.

26 jbid.



BiH. For instance, even the term ‘gender’ most peopven the well-educated ones,
relate to the grammatical category.

As part of the peacebuilding process in BiH, amotiger areas, emphasis has
been placed on the role gender plays in the sociélig has been especially so due to the
gender-based violence during and in the aftermétth® conflict. The international
peacebuilding efforts in the area of gender havenbmformed by liberal gender
mainstream approach. As part of the effort to ne@efender roles and in particular
empower women, micro-credit organisations givingni® to women were established.
One such organisation viewed as particularly sigfaess MI-BOSPO, which was the
first, but not the only initiative of such kind. &be initiatives have been supported by
international organisations, such as the USAID,0gaan Bank for Reconstruction and
Development, Women World Banking, and European Fon&E Europe. Nonetheless,
our focus is on their interlocutors and the imphety have had on the local population,
including unintended consequences, as well as@ny éf resistance.

The initial research has revealed two importardifigs that we will further focus
our research on in this area. First, while the $oaimn to, among other areas, encourage
their entrepreneurial initiatives, there have beases when women have had in fact
fictitious businesses, when they are the ones gattie loan, but it is their husband or
father who in fact runs the businé$sThe experience has been similar with loans used
for other purposes too, when the loan is givernéovtoman, but it is essentially managed
by the ‘man in the family*® Second, due to the lack of coordinating body uetiently,
it was possible for people to take out more lodvas twhat they were able to pay back,
including loans from different micro-credit orgaati®ns and banks. This has led to over-
indebtedness. Parallel to that, there has beesnd tf marriages falling apart due to one
of the partners taking out loans without the knalgke of the other. Perhaps one of the
more extreme examples was a woman who had takefooutoans, with the husband
only being aware of one, until all of the paymemsame overdue, which ultimately led
to a divorce?® In general, the number of divorces caused by amtilan-related issues
has escalatef. Both of these unintended consequences of peadétmiikfforts to
‘empower women’ in post-conflict BiH will be exanad further in our case study.

(3) Regulation of shadow economies and liberalisation of the agricultural mar ket

The liberal democratic peace is commonly seen agyliEased on several concepts that
include: “democratisation, the rule of law, huméaghts, civil society, marketisation and
development® Many of these aspects to the liberal peacebuildémgerprise go
unquestioned. In the case of BiH, for instance,levtiie main goal of the Dayton Peace
Accords was to end the war, which it did, and dsthlihe political system of post-war
BiH, it also chose the future path for the courdrgtonomy. Namely, the Preamble of the
new BiH Constitution, agreed in Dayton and unatldrethis date, aside of listing all the

27 Prism Research, “Customer Service Research for MI-BOSPO,” (Sarajevo, October/December 2002),
40.

28 Nejira Nali¢ (Director of MI-BOSPO), interview by author, Sarajevo, November 22, 2011.

29 jbid.

30 “Marriage ‘explosion’ due to debt,” Mondo, accessed November 27, 2011,
http://wap.mtel.ba/maipc/preview_story/79528?s=49968daec2760c6ded83c7f2fbaffcd4.

31 Oliver P. Richmond and Jason Franks, “Liberal Peacebuilding in Timor Leste: The Emperor's New
Clothes?,” International Peacekeeping 15, no.2 (2008): 186.
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principles that the country is to uphold, also edathe desire “to promote the general
welfare and economic growth through the protectwn private property and the
promotion of a market economy?”

Nevertheless, marketisation of a post-conflict stycignores the fact that war
leads to changes in the employment, production prides, all of which have
destabilising effects on the country’s economyotimer words, “[t]he ensuing collapse of
market entitlements for large groups of people makehighly dangerous to rely
exclusively on the market to allocate resourcespsees and fix factor income$>To
that end, the liberal peacebuilding not only igisotee socio-economic problems a
society is faced with in the aftermath of a wart turther adds salt to the wound by
increasing the vulnerability of certain sectorgh® population. Rajagopal concludes that
development efforts have caused further divisiamuph: “social costs, through such
devices as forced privatisation of key nationalustdes and increased unemployment,
speculative bubbles in international finance tratisas that have massive impact on real
estate and housing markets, displacements of wgstlgtions, great waves of migrations
including to urban areas, elimination of subsidies food and services and the
introduction of user fees®

Exploring the unintended consequences of peacebgifdrther, when it comes
to marketisation in BiH, our research focuses oa &spects: (1) regulation of shadow
economies, and (2) liberalisation of the agricatunarket. The research undertaken thus
far lays the basis of the two sub-case studiekignarea, while the stories of the people,
as well as their interpretation of the situatioayttare in and of their agency will be the
focus of the next field visit.

(3.1) Regulation of the black markets

While the existence of the shadow economies andkbiaarkets, such as Arizona,

Kiseljak and Vitez, could be seen as a form ofstesice in and of itself, what is

important for our study is to examine the attentptsegulate these, made by both the
BiH authorities and the Office of the High Reprdséime. In the case of these initiatives,
we are analysing the resistance of the traderstio the regulation of the black markets
and the neo-liberal enterprise. Importantly, ta #¥ad, we focus on the mentality of the
people trading at these markets.

Perhaps the most striking example of a shadow engnio BiH is the case of the
Arizona Market. Located in the District of &o, which has a special status, on the
Tuzla-OraSje highway which connects BiH with Craatnd Serbia, the market attracts
some 20,00 shoppers daily from all parts of Bikg thrmer Yugoslav republics, as well
as other places in Europe. The history of Arizosatdlling, bringing together the
international peacekeepers and the local populatdamely, the market started at a
roadblock created by SFOR. Soon, this checkpoiotilpe an informal meeting place

32 BiH Constitution, Preamble.

33 Wayne Nafziger, “The Economics of Complex Humanitarian Emergencies: Preliminary Approaches
and Findings,” Working Paper 119 (Helsinki: World Institute for Development Economics Research,
UN University, 1996), 45-47.

34 Balakrishnan Rajagopal, “Rule of Law in Security, Development and Human Rights: International
Discourses, Institutional Responses,” in Rule of Law in Conflict Management: Security, Development
and Human Rights in the 21st Century, ed. Agnes Hurwitz (Boulder CO: Lynne Rienner/International
Peace Academy, 2006).



where “cigarettes and cattle were traded and coffes served at the roadsidd.”
According to some accounts, the local commandé&®B6 saw this as an opportunity for
the previously warring parties to interact with leaother and encouraged the
establishment of a ‘free-trade zone’. ConsequelBKFOR soldiers set the basis for the
largest informal market for goods in this part afr@&e by clearing the mines, levelling
the land and supplying the building materi&l&§[W]ith wooden huts, improvised stalls,
smuggled goods and bootleg versions of brand-namoelsy’ Arizona became a place
where “[t]extiles, food, electronic products, builg materials, cosmetics, car accessories
and CDs could all be purchased at favourable piiteBhe market was both unregulated
and protected, which it became famous for. Praigingona, where Bosniaks, Serbs and
Croats traded side by side, as the ultimate melpiotgand a showcase of how market
economy can contribute to the establishment of gge#lte international community
present in the country turned a blind eye to tlegdl activities happening there. Arizona
went from a ‘poster child’ to a ‘basket case’ otice attention of the wider international
community was attracted by the human trafficking prostitution taking place alongside
the trading® It soon became a well-known fact that many peazedes and other
internationals were involved in “purchasing sexyibg women, and sometimes even
selling them.?® Just as all the hopes were being lost that thikehaould ever become
regulated, the Bko District announced an international tender fbuilding a brand
new market place where Arizona would be locatee fHen High Representative Paddy
Ashdown officially opened the market in 2004. Siticen, most of the illegal activities
have been eliminated and the traders have beeltyleggistered”® Nevertheless, various
strategies to elude state control, such as emgloyimegistered workers and using ever
more sophisticated ways to import, to name a few regularly employed. The estimate
was that in 2007, for example, there were some BomUSD in unpaid taxes and
ongoing unrecorded tradé.Our research aims to uncover the mentality betiire
control evasion and the perception of the stateaxiiies.

More importantly, however, what remains at stakeAsitzona is not “the
distinction between the formal, neoliberal, and thi®rmal, traditional or transitional
trade of petty vendors,” and “the morally condemretninal networks that underlie the
market,” but even more so “the differentiation bedén subsistence and an unchecked
accumulation of profit®® What is so unique about Arizona, which also shdtss

35 “Arizona Market,” Other Markets, accessed November 27, 2011,
http://www.othermarkets.org/index.php?tdid=5&part=1&txt=1&poststart=0

36 ibid.

37 ibid.

38 Dina Francesca Haynes, “Lessons from Bosnia’s Arizona Market: Harm to Women in a
Neoliberalized Postconflict Reconstruction Process,” University of Pennsylvania Law Review 158
(2010): 1781

39 Haynes, “Lessons from Bosnia’s Arizona Market,” 1796.

40 “Balkan Shopping in Arizona,” Nacional, August 29, 2005, accessed November 27, 2011,
http://www.nacional.hr/clanak/20106 /balkanski-shopping-u-arizoni.

41 Larisa JaSarevi¢, “Everyday Work: Subsistence Economy, Social Belonging and Moralities of
Exchange at a Bosnian (Black) Market,” in The New Bosnian Mosaic: Identities, Memories and Moral
Claims in a Post-War Society, eds. Xavier Bougarel, Elissa Helms, and Ger Duijzings (Burlington, VT:
Ashgate, 2007), 286.

42 ibid., 275.



uniqueness as a site of everyday resistance taarcelueprint of market economy that

aims to move BiH away from its socialist pasthatt in the words of JaSaréyit:
speaks bluntly of the ongoing reshuffling of thesBian economy away from formal
production to informal trade, of social fluidity tside the clear markers of urban and rural
and away from ethnic or national distinctions [.. ] &izona, traders call for equality and
welfare as well as the kind of independence that\thgoslav socialist state bestowed on
the landowners, whether producing peasants, peagariers or urbanite landowners
making weekend pilgrimages to their land [...] Thtige traders do not merely reinvent
customary (socialist, peasant) expectations btgagsinvent novel customs and claiffis.

Our next field visit will zero in on this discrepan and further examine the
divide between the perception of Arizona as a adipitventure and the non-neoliberal
mentality of the traders, as well as the intergdajween the two.

(3.2) Liberalisation of the agricultural market

With BiH being a primarily mountainous country amaly 20% of its land being suitable
for farming, even before the war, the agricultuoatabuted with less than 10% to the
national GDB** Even though there was time in the post-war peribdn this percentage
increased due to the decline in industry and sesyiat present it is very close to the pre-
war one. The main agricultural outputs remain raitkli meat, with dairy farming playing
an important role in the agriculture sector. Othgriculture outputs include wheat,
maize, soybeans, and tobacco.

The transition process of the agricultural markdiased on radical reforms of the
sector, which consists of four elements: markeerlbsation, restructuring of the
agricultural economy, restructuring within the agtiural sector by privatising state
agricultural companies, and development of suppgrectord> Overall, with the
country’s agriculture being unprepared for suchgii@on, the duration of the process has
been extended. Some of the reasons include thenlceme level, clearly affecting the
purchasing power parity and the investing potentla rural-urban migration, and the
transportation infrastructure being inadequate aunttlated, which prevents producers
from reaching different market8.In addition, the local producers are not fully asvaf
the possibilities offered by food processors, nortloey have access to certain logistic
support that would allow them to target large comrs. That said, what most of them
produce is either for their own consumption or tfoe local market. Moreover, with the
rural areas not only lagging behind the urban ormsg, with the gap constantly
expanding, the reforms in the agricultural sectortgbute to the widening of that gap, as
agriculture is one of the main occupations and csiof income in the rural parts of
BiH.

43 JaSarevi¢, “Everyday Work,” 292-293.

44 “Geography, Agriculture and Economy,” International Fund for Agricultural Development, accessed
on November 28, 2011,
http://operations.ifad.org/web/guest/country/geography/tags/bosnia%20and%20herzegovina.

45 Ferhat Cejvanovi¢ and Crtomir Rozman, “Transition of the Agricultural Sector: Special Reference to
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On the other hand, even though the agriculturatiypcbon in recent years had
increased, the agriculture sector in BiH has beeed with more challenges due to the
liberalisation of the market. Namely, the counsyaipart of three integration processes:
() bilaterally, it signed the Stabilisation andsAsiation Agreement with the EU, (2)
regionally, it is a member of CEFTA, and (3) maitdrally, it is in the process of joining
the WTO. These integration processes will, on time &dand, increase the export
possibilities, but will also, on the other hand¢ase the state protection in regard to the
import, which will lead to lower product prices anttreased competition on the bh.
market. The subsidies that the Government providegor instance, the producers of
tobacco will be, in accordance with the EU stansardiscontinued in 2013%.
Additionally, the Croatian forthcoming accessionttee EU and the amendments in
CEFTA that the accession will trigger will add evlmther constraints and limit the
market for the bh. farmers. This, combined with pler state of the agriculture sector in
BiH as it is, puts the Bosnian farmers at risk of Ibeing competitive.

While this might be one of the consequences thatliberal proponents account
for, if not encourage, there have also been sorrganted consequences that have seen
the exploitation of the bh. farmers. As an examghe, fruit producers have problems
with investment capital, so that, for instanceythee unable to ensure cold storage for
the apples. This essentially means that their pisdought to be sold at as low a price as
possible, since they cannot be stored and waitffey them at a twice or three times
higher price a few months later. Therefore, “witile bh. apple producers have to sell in
September or October at a price that is as low.a8 BAM, in January or February
Slovenes or ltalians come and sell the same applegh they purchased from bh.
producers at lower prices earlier and placed il stbrage, at 2-3 BAM per kild"® In
the Gorazde region, for instance, the annual pri@muof apples can be up to 80,000
tons. However, more than half of this goes to waatethey cannot be sold or exported.
The same applies to plums and tomatoes, for exarmpéher parts of BiH? While the
Council of Ministers of BiH, already in 2009, adegta proposal for 25 measures for
improvement of business conditions in bh. agrigaltproduction and food industry,
only several of these have been implemented to°8ate
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7r8m]JKIU6Zn]BgFXaKCo3VpXhoaxgRvnls6iH910UWXZTT&sig=AHIEtbRWkXLsB-
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